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BCA launches Universal Design Week 2016 
 
On 26 July 2016 BCA launched the 3rd Universal Design Week which focused on Universal 
Design in public with emphasis on how excellent Universal Design strategies can create an 
inclusive environment for the public in Singapore. 
 
One of the highlights of the Week was the launch of Singapore’s first Universal Design Guide 
for Public Places (the “Guide”). This guide was developed in collaboration with public agencies, 
the construction industry and voluntary welfare organisations and covers a comprehensive 
approach to Universal Design in and around buildings, vehicular environments, sanitary facilities 
and various different types of public buildings such as community clubs and supermarkets. 
 
The 2nd Universal Design Week was held from 27 July to 2 August 2015 with the theme of 
“Shaping an age-friendly built environment”. 
 
The 1st Singapore Universal Design Week was held from 5 to 9 November 2014 with the theme 
of “An environment built Inclusive through Universal Design”, introducing the concept of 
Universal Design to Singaporeans for the first time through an interactive Universal Design 
Exhibition. 
 
BCA to introduce new mandatory requirements on barrier-free accessibility in existing 
buildings from 2017. 
 
On 27 July 2016 BCA announced the introduction of new mandatory requirements on barrier-
free accessibility in existing buildings which takes effect from 2017.  
 
The need to address barrier-free access for persons with disabilities was first raised during the 
1980s resulting in the mandatory provision of barrier-free accessibility in buildings in 1990 
under the Building Control Regulations. Unfortunately there is still a large stock of pre-1990 
buildings which do not provide barrier-free accessibility including existing commercial and 
institutional buildings. Currently, accessibility upgrading for pre-1990 buildings not undergoing 
any A&A works is carried out on a voluntary basis. 
 
These new requirements will mean that owners of commercial and institutional buildings, those 
visited frequently by the public such as schools, shopping centres, community centres etc. must 
include barrier-free accessibility upgrades as well when the buildings undergo additions and 
alterations (A&A) works. This is to include items such as one toilet accessible to a wheelchair 
user. 
 
 



To encourage more owners of existing buildings to incorporate barrier-free upgrades as part of 
the A&A works, BCA intends to extend the current S$40-million Accessibility Fund for a further 
five years, i.e., from FY2017 to FY2021 and will also expand its scope and enhance its eligibility 
criteria to benefit more building owners. 
 
The current goal is to have 70% of commercial and institutional buildings in Singapore barrier-
free by 2030.” 
 
BCA announces revised regulatory regime for lifts and escalators to ensure that they are 
safe for use. 
 
On 25 July 2016 BCA announced revised regulations to the Building Maintenance and Strata 
Management (Lift and Building Maintenance) Regulations 2005 as of that date. The new 
Regulations will now be renamed and referred to as the Building Maintenance and Strata 
Management (Lift, Escalator and Building Maintenance) Regulations 2016. 
 
After a review in conjunction with the industry and other relevant stakeholders, BCA has now 
included escalators in its regulatory regime. In its circular, Part A deals with lifts and is effective 
from 25 July 2016 and Part B deals with escalators and is effective from 1 November 2016. 
 
Lifts must now be maintained on a monthly basis except in the case of home lifts, vertical 
platform lifts or stair lifts which must follow the manufacturer’s recommendations or every 3 
months, whichever is more frequent.  
 
Escalators must also be maintained on a monthly basis by an escalator service contractor 
registered with BCA. 
 
In both lift and escalator cases owners must now keep service records for a minimum of 5 years 
and these must be maintained and available for BCA audit checks as and when required. 
 
Both lift and escalator operators are now required to arrange for annual testing by a lift or 
escalator contractor in the presence of an independent Authorized Examiner (AE) who must 
issue a certificate that states either the lift or escalator is fit for operation before the owner can 
apply to BCA for a Permit To Operate (“PTO”) for the lift or escalator. 
 
BCA will be imposing a mandatory duty on lift owners to display the PTO in a prominent 
location within the lift car which will take effect on 1 September 2017. 
 
Likewise a similar duty will be imposed on escalator owners to display the PTO at a prominent 
location on the escalator and this will become effective on 1 March 2018. 
 
BCA issue submission requirements for Mechanised Car Parking Systems (MCPS). 
 
On 20 June 2016 BCA issued a circular informing the construction industry on submission 
requirements for Mechanised Car Parking Systems (MCPS) under the Building Control Act. This 
is subsequent to circulars issued on 21 February 2011 and 21 May 2013 and supersedes them. 



MCPS systems that consist of supporting steel frames are now considered to be building 
structures and these require approval of plans and permits under the above Act. Any associated 
mechanical items such as ropes, pulleys, hydraulic systems etc. are not subject to approval of 
plans and permits. 
 
Where an MCPS comprises of a stand-alone single-car platform lifting mechanism, it is 
considered to be lifting equipment (as used in vehicle workshops) and does not require approval 
of plans and permit. 
 
**Information obtained from BCA Website 


